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aerfree™ AMS 
Airway Management System  

FAQ’s  
 
1. What is the indication for use of the aerFree AMS?  

The aerFree AMS, the first FDA cleared negative pressure external airway aid, is to be used as an aid for maintaining 
the patency of the upper airway in spontaneously breathing adults undergoing medical procedures less than 2 hours 
in duration, where the patient is intended to have mild to moderate sedation with non-propofol containing 
medications.  

 
2. What are the primary applications for aerFree? Use of the aerFree AMS is applicable in the PACU setting while a 

patient is recovering after anesthesia is no longer being administered. It’s also helpful during ambulatory surgery 
procedures, imaging studies, and other procedures in which a patient may be sedated with non-propofol containing 
medications. 

 
3. What is the aerFree AMS Collar Method of Action?  The collar is connected to a source of vacuum to reduce the 

pressure inside the collar to -45 cm H20 (-33 mm Hg). This gently pulls the underlying tissue forward holding the 
airway open.  

 
4. Can I use my current wall vacuum unit? 

Yes, but we recommend using the Ohio Medical PC28D Digital Push-To-Set™ regulator, the Ohmeda Thoracic 
Vacuum Regulator 1275 or equivalent. These regulators make it easier to correctly set and verify the vacuum level 
at-40 cm H2O to -48 cm H2O (-29 mm Hg to -35 mm Hg). 

 
5. Will aerFree work on patients with facial hair? 

It depends. With just a mustache, no problem. With a small goatee, the device will likely work. If a patient has a full 
beard, the device will not be able to form an airtight seal.  The flange of the collar must lay flat along the skin, and 
form an airtight seal. 

 
6. How many sizes are there of aerFree AMS? 

There is 1 size. Based on a sampling of hundreds of fittings, the collar will fit the majority of the patient population. 
Additional sizes are anticipated in the future. 

 
7. Why should we use aerFree AMS when we can use CPAP? 

There are many obstacles and costs associated with CPAP, some recognized some not. With a patient’s own CPAP, 
there’s the need for an electrical safety check and disinfection. Also, there’s the problem of a lack of familiarity, and 
the need for help. Hospital owned CPAP has capital costs, disposables costs & maintenance costs. 

 
8. What clinical studies are available?  

The pivotal study was published in Journal Endoscopy in June 2016 and available on the aerFree website at 
www.aerfree.com. Posters on the pivotal study were presented at several other conferences. 

 
9. Can the aerFree AMS product be used with Propofol? 

No, aerFree AMS may not be used during the infusion of propofol containing medications. The propofol limitation in 
the Indications for Use refers to the active administration of propofol. Once propofol is no longer being 
administered, and the patient is spontaneously breathing, the aerFree AMS may be used. 

 
10. Will the gel on the collar leave any residue on the patient’s neck?  

No, the gel on the collar should not leave residue on the neck.  


